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ABSTRACT : 

A method for enabling users over a network or over the WWW to interact with an 
interactive sales representative system for providing sales guidance. The system 
offers the user products, services, or ideas (the "products") according to 
parameters collected from the user. The system guides the customer to retrieve the 
desired products. If the system does not have a product matched to the customer 
requirements, preferably it will operate a mechanism for suggesting alternatives 
which are the closest to the customer requirements. The system will execute various 
sales tools and techniques to help and assist the customer and to convince the 
customer to purchase a product. By guiding the customer to the target product, the 
system will shorten the search cycle for the customer as well as find better 
matched products. The system will provide market advisory, suggest, recommend. 
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discuss (in written form and optionally voice form), comment, advise the customer 
regarding the products. The system might advise the customer in any other aspects 
as well (such as providing personal feedback) . The system adds graphics, animation, 
3D, movie clips, voice and other effects to make the session enjoyable for the 
customer. The system is capable of executing various tools and techniques to 
iirprove its sales capabilities and bring better sales results. 

6 Claims, 22 Drawing figures 
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ABSTRACT : 

A method and system for correcting a non-linear characteristic of an image, wherein 
an input image is digitized to produce digital image data representative of the 
image and a histogram of the digital image data is produced. At least a first pixel 
value characteristic of a variable under which the image was derived is extracted 
from the histogram. A plurality of non-linear correction curves relating original 
pixel values to corrected pixel values for different degrees of the variable are 
stored in a memory, and a particular one of the correction curves is selected based 
at least in part on the first extracted pixel value and a predetermined corrected 
pixel value. Corrected image data are then formed utilizing the selected correction 
curve by correcting each original pixel value of the image to a respective 
corrected pixel value based on the relationship therebetween defined by the 
selected correction curve, and a non-linearity corrected image is produced based on 
the corrected image data. 

22 Claims, 23 Drawing figures 
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TITLE: Method and system for provision and acquisition of medical services and 
products 
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Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0009] Online auction systems for some types of medical practices have already been 
attempted. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,006,191 — DiRienzo (1999) discloses a system 
where certain remotely accessible physicians* services are auctioned so as to 
better distribute the availability/utilization of those services across 
geographic/time domains. DiRienzo is specifically directed toward the reading of 
radiological and other medical images (i.e., image-reading diagnostic services). In 
this context, DiRienzo generally teaches: 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0093] The term "medical services", as used herein, includes surgery, medicine, 
radiology, medical equipment sales or leasing, pharmacy, alternative medical 
services, dentistry and dental procedures, rehabilitation services and other 
medical services, the provision of which are subject to licensing. The method for 
selling a medical service in accordance with the present invention requires 
enrolling at least one, and preferably a plurality of, medical service provider (s) 
using an on-line registration system. After a medical service provider is enrolled, 
the medical service provider may request the system 16 to post an offer to sell a 
specified medical service included within the menu 82 of medical services at a 
specified offering price. 
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